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such as will fit men for ordinary technical and scientific work, ought to be supplied in India itself.
It will no doubt be necessary to send men from India to Europe for^the acquisition of high expert knowledge in certain specialised departments, as it is necessary to send men away from England itself for that purpose. But it is not right that for ordinary education of a technical and scientific nature lads should have to leave their own country. This may be accepted as a general principle. It is especially applicable to the conditions of India. Effort should, therefore, be made as speedily as possible to secure a sound technical and scientific system of education in India itself. The people wish it; they would assist the Government in securing it; and it is emphatically in the interests of Government that it should be secured.
Although I cannot take up time with a full discussion of the Despatch, there are among its most important features, three that demand brief attention. These are the high place given to vernacular education, the Grant-in-Aid system and religious instruction.
Firstly, then, the importance attached to vernacular education. It has been humorously said that Englishmen have, to a large extent, modified the great commission of the Founder of Christianity, and have made it run thus : " Go ye into all the world and teach the English language to every creature." The English language is well worth knowing; but the framers of the Despatch were right in relegating it to higher education, and in insisting on the teaching of the vernaculars. They understood how absolutely necessary it was for sound government to maintain touch with the people through their vernaculars, and also how imperfect English education itself must be when the pupil in all Ms home life, and in all Ms surroundings, is separated from its spirit and true environment. Unfortunately there has been a tendency, based largely on the views enunciated by Lord Macaulay in 1835, but contrary to the later and sounder views of the Despatch, to